
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE CORPORATE AUTHORITIES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF CAMPTON HILLS 
February 17, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
Campton Hills Village Hall 

40W270 LaFox Road, Suite B 

President Wojnicki called the meeting to order at 8:01 pm. 

Recording Secretary Patsy Smith called the roll. 

Those present in person were: Trustees Binetti, Trustee Boatner, Trustee Burson, Trustee 

Hopfensperger, Trustee Muhr, and President Wojnicki. 

Absent: Trustee Millette 

Also Present: Attorney Tom Melody of Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, Keri-Lyn Krafhefer of Ancel 

Glink, in addition to Administrator Rooney and Chief Levand. 

Trustee Hopfensperger led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Under "Public Comments" Officer Sebastian Adamczyk, who recently graduated from the 

Police Academy, was recognized as the "December 2025 Officer of the Month" for going 

above and beyond the call of duty. Sebastian was recommended by two other members of 

the Police Department for this recognition and the Chief also received three different calls 

or emails about Sebastian's professionalism. Sebastian's ability to speak Polish has also 

benefited the Village. 

Former Village Treasurer Tim McPhillips, who served the Village for 2.5 years before resigning 

the end of the year, commented on statements made at the last Village Board Meeting. When 

Trustee McPhillips was hired, he had limited duties and hours were agreed to by former 

Village Administrator Burchardt. Shortly after his employment, a question arose related to 

the handling of cash, and the disposition of missing assets. He was also informed there was 

a forensic audit underway; learning this information after he was hired made him feel like he 

was deceived since it was not disclosed during the interview process. Mr. McPhillips went 

on to explain later that summer, the Board removed the administrator, in addition to the 

administrative assistant, which created increased workload for Mr. McPhillips. Mr. 

McPhillips stated the Board also stopped the forensic audit that was underway. Mr. 

McPhillips stated the bank statements were being reconciled, while he was also in charge of 

moving cash, and receiving bank statements, which together is not considered "best 

practices" for the segregation of duties. Mr. McPhillips felt the issue was due to the lack of 

sufficient staffing. He also stated that the Budget was overbudget due to poor hiring 

practices by the Village and paying former employees severance fees when they departed 
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for fear of possible lawsuits. Mr. McPhillips also stated he felt the Board did not understand 

municipal finance and felt they could do a much better job. 

Trustee Millette arrived at 8:12pm. 

Attorney, and Kane County local historian, Ken Shepro congratulated the Village about the 

designation of the Barlett Farm property located in Campton Township by the "National 

Underground Railroad Network to Freedom," administered by "The National Park Service," 

as a certified underground railroad sight. The Aurora Beacon and Kane County Connects 

both ran a stories about the property, which is the first site in Kane County to be verified as a 

designated safe house through the National Park Service's program "National Underground 

Railroad Network to Freedom", a program created in 1998 to show the history of resistance to 

enslavement. 

Trustee Muhr made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda; seconded by Trustee 

Hopfensperger. 

Consent Agenda 

a. Motion to approve Warrant #26-20 

b. Motion to ratify Warrant #26-20a 

c. Motion to approve the President's reappointment of Dave Carrell as Chair of 

Community Relations Committee for a term to expire February 18, 2027 

d. Motion to approve Resolution 26-12 Approving a Revised Intergovernmental 

Agreement between the Village of Campton Hills and the Campton Township 

Highway District Relative to the Village of Campton Hills' Roads Located in Campton 

Township and Certain Roads in Plato Township and Blackberry Township 

Roll Call Vote: 

Trustee Muhr 

Trustee Hopfensperger 

Trustee Binetti 

Trustee Boatner 

Trustee Burson 

Motion carried. 

Staff Reports: 

aye 

aye 

aye 

aye 

aye 

Village Treasurer Patsy Smith gave an update regarding the work since she was appointed 

two weeks earlier. Treasurer Smith reported the evidence she and Russ Cerqua, Finance 

Assistant/Budget Officer, both agreed former Treasurer Flackus appears to be the last Village 
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Treasurer that mastered the Casselle accounting software, which is a large part of the 

problems found to date and reported how happy she was to have a well-qualified team to 

work with in Russ Cerqua, Julie Cerqua and Michelle Howley. 

Trustee Burson asked Treasurer Smith to respond to the statement that bank reconciliations 

were not being completed in the software but stated it did not mean the bank statements 

weren't reconciled. Trustee Burson said others have said the bank statements were not 

being reconciled, even thought they could have been through another method. Treasurer 

Smith responded that for fiscal year 2024 Administrator Rooney hired Susan Griffin to do the 

final ARPA report, in addition to reconciling the bank statements in preparation for the audit. 

Treasurer Smith stated because former Treasurer Flakus was the last Treasurer to have the 

software up to date, she and Russ talked about going through all bank statements since 

August 2022, when Treasurer Flakus resigned, to assure the information was in the software 

correctly. Treasurer Smith asked Russ Cerqua to explain to the board what he had found 

related to the bank reconciliations, or lack thereof. Russ Cerqua stated for FY24 the Village 

had to delay the audit because the reconciliations were not completed. For FY25 when the 

auditors came in September, the bank reconciliations were done, but no one knows when 

they were done. On December 3rd when Russ started, Tim told him he had not done any of 

the reconciliations, and Russ confirmed that statement because none of the cash transfers 

have been recorded, none of the payroll entries were recorded, nor other debits recorded. 

Russ said he might have had another method of tracking cash, but that Tim had told Russ he 

had not done the bank reconciliations since the end of the fiscal year in April. Treasurer 

Smith also pointed out that no one was putting payroll, payroll taxes on the Warrant, but that 

this Warrant ratified the back payroll and taxes and that for the next few meetings, the Board 

would see extra warrants for any payments that were never placed on a warrant so they could 

be ratified. Treasurer Smith also stated that none of the Board Members were being paid the 

correct amount, because the Treasurer was evidently unaware there was an Ordinance that 

dictates the elected officials pay through May 2027. Treasurer Smith stated she was 

concerned about the escrows with outstanding balances. The Shodeen escrow is not a 

problem, however she would need the Board to determine the billable rate for Administrator 

Rooney. Trustee Burson indicated we were going to have trouble reconciling the older 

escrows because we lost all the data when we switched the software from Quick Books to 

Casselle. Treasure Smith stated the earliest outstanding escrow she saw was from 2016. 

Trustee Binetti asked if all the vendors, contractors, and employees doing work on the 

Shodeen project had been paid through the Shodeen Escrow. She responded all, but the 

three listed on the last warrant, have not been paid. 

Chief Levand distributed the 2025 Annual Police Report which was produced by Flipbook, 

allowing the report to be online. Chief Levand reported in 2025 there were 5,061 calls for 

service, which was 2,295 higher than the previous year. Chief Levand said the Police squad 
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cars traveled over 197,000 miles last year, reiterating the importance of the squad 

replacement program. Chief reported the officers had 5,100 hours of training in 2025, much 

of which were unfunded mandates by the state. The Village is also the first municipality in 

Kane County to have a School Resource Officer {SRO) at the grade school level. Chief Levand 

also gave the monthly report for January 2026. Chief announced on April 25 th {8:00am-

1 0:0Oam) the Police Department would be hosting the "Great Western Trail Cleanup", in 

addition to the DEA's "National Drug Take Back Day" event, on the same day between 

1 0:0Oam and 2:00pm. Chief also announced the redecorating of the "Soft Interview Room" 

via a grant that Detective Oberth brought to the Chief's attention called "Project Beloved: The 

Molly Jane Mission" provided all the furniture without any cost to the Village. Trustee Boatner 

asked about the need for additional squad cars as to the development of the Shodeen 

project. Chief clarified that growth would cause stress the Police Department and that the 

Village is already responding to calls on Keslinger Road and eventually additional officers 

and squad cars will be needed. 

The Building and Zoning Report was deferred. 

Action Items: 

Trustee Millette spoke about some concerns related to the fact that Lauterbach and Amen 

was the auditor and whether it would be better to choose to another firm like Sil<ich that 

President Wojnicki might be more comfortable with. Trustee Burson felt the Trustees had 

already done their due diligence related to hiring Lauterbach and Amen and didn't 

understand why this issue was being raised again and stated she was not looking to 

renegotiate the contract with Lauterbach and Amen to provide outsourced accounting and 

treasury services. 

There was further discussion related to whether the current Village Treasurer had the 

authority to hire subordinates and whether she could be forced to use Lauterbach and 

Amen. Treasurer Smith pointed out the state statutes allowed the Treasurer to appoint 

subordinates and asked for the attorneys present to clarify what that meant. There was also 

a discussion related to whether anyone other than the Village President had the right to sign 

the approved, and later vetoed, Lauterbach and Amen contract; and that no signature was 

needed if the contract had been overridden and vetoed. Attorney Melody clarified the Village 

Board had the right to enter into a contract and wasn't sure whether the contract with 

Lauterbach and Amen created a subordinate to the Treasurer. Attorney Krafthefer agreed 

that an overridden contract would be valid, but she stated she believed the issue was about 

the statutory duties of the Treasurer. She clarified that the Board cannot contract out 

statutory duties of the Treasurer. Attorney Krafthefer recommended tabling the Lauderbach 

and Amen issue until they could get additional advice from the Village attorney. Attorney 

Melody agreed, tabling this issue was a good idea. 
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Trustee Hopfensperger made a motion to postpone indefinitely Agenda item 6a. "Motion to 

direct staff to renegotiate the Lauterbach and Amen agreement to Provide Finance 

Department Support" and Agenda item 6b "Motion to authorize someone to sign the 

Lauterbach and Amen agreement to provide Finance Department Support Services to the 

Village of Campton Hills." The motion was seconded by Trustee Muhr. 

Administrator Rooney clarified someone who votes in the affirmative on the motion, would 

be able to remove the motion from the table. The Trustees continued to discuss the contract 

and the issue of the Treasurer's roll as to the state statute. Trustee Burson stated that the 

approved contract was not meant to interfere with the rights of the Village President's 

appointment of Treasurer. Trustee Hopfensperger clarified the Lauterbach and Amen's 

contract was reviewing the work of Village staff for $7000/per month. 

Recording Secretary Smith called the roll: 

Trustee Hopfensperger Aye 

Trustee Muhr Aye 

Trustee Binetti Nay 

Trustee Boatner Nay 

Trustee Burson Nay 

Trustee Millette Aye 

President Wojnicki Aye 

The motion passed 4-3 to table indefinitely Agenda items 6a and 6b related to the 

Lauterbach and Amen contract. 

Trustee Burson made a motion to approve Resolution 26-13 approving an Unclaimed and 

Uncashed Checks Policy and Procedure. Trustee Muhr seconded the motion. 

Administrator Rooney stated the Village needed this policy to correct some deficiencies to 

be more compliant. 

Recording Secretary Smith called the roll: 

Trustee Burson Aye 

Trustee Muhr Aye 

Trustee Binetti Aye 

Trustee Boatner Aye 

Trustee Hopfensperger Aye 

Trustee Millette Aye 

Trustee Hopfensperger made a motion to table Agenda item 6d "motion to approve 

Resolution 26-14 approving an Intergovernmental agreement with Kane County Forest 
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Preserve for Open Space- south of Route 38, La Fox of Campton Hills" until the next meeting; 

seconded by Trustee Burson. 

There was no discussion related to this topic. 

Trustee Hopfensperger Aye 

Trustee Burson Aye 

Trustee Binetti Aye 

Trustee Boatner Aye 

Trustee Millette Aye 

Trustee Muhr Aye 

Trustee Muhr made a motion to approve Ordinance 26-15 calling for a Public Hearing and a 

Joint Review Board Meeting to consider the designation of a "Redevelopment Project Area" 

and the approval of a Redevelopment Plan and Project for the proposed La Fox Road 

Redevelopment Project Area; seconded by Trustee Burson. 

Administrator Rooney explained that if this motion is approved, the Joint Review Board (JRB) 

would meet on March 9th
, 9:30am, at Lord of Life Lutheran Church on Route 38 and LaFox 

Rd. He explained the Joint Review Board is the taxing bodies, plus a recommendation for a 

"public member" to sit on the JRB, who would vote. Administrator Rooney stated a majority 

vote of 4 members would cause a hearing at the Village on April 7th to be voted on by the 

Village Board and that Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins would be required to send out the required 

notices of the hearing. SB Friedman, Shodeen, and Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins are confident 

the Village has met the statute requirements for the TIFF. 

Recording Secretary Smith called the roll: 

Trustee Muhr Aye 

Trustee Burson Aye 

Trustee Hopfensperger Aye 

Trustee Binetti Aye 

Trustee Boatner Aye 

Trustee Millette Aye 

There was a discussion related to the proposed "2026 Affordable Housing Plan" 

recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. Administrator Rooney discussed 

the rubric the Village followed to draft the Affordable Housing Plan. He stated this plan was 

a requirement of the state and meets the standard and recommended the Board pass it 

since it was due six months earlier. Trustee Millette clarified "option 6b" was the version that 

was discussed. Trustee Boatner asked a question about page 90 "Lands most appropriate 

for housing" and asked about "ai" and "aii". Administrator Rooney stated the rubric required 
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an area be defined as appropriate for this type of housing and explained that the reason it 

was placed where it was related to the ability to get sewer and water, but acknowledged the 

Wasco Sanitary District was at full-capacity due to the lack of spray fields. Trustee Boatner 

requested that area be removed because the area was right in the heart of Campton Hills. 

Trustee Burson was also concerned about the locations chosen. She thought affordable 

housing didn't need the support from the Wasco Sanitary District. Trustee Burson also 

thought the Route 47 corridor would be an appropriate area and thought we should also look 

at the area around the train station area in La Fox. She too recommended the expansion of 

the appropriate areas. It was recommended the Trustees review the IHDA handbook 

explaining the state requirements for affordable housing. Trustee Millette reminded 

everyone that senior housing was the largest need for affordable housing. The Wasco Town 

Center Plan originally addressed some of these issues and he confirmed that you can use a 

leech field for wastewater, but you cannot drill a well within a facility planning area (e.g. 

within the Wasco or other Sanitary District boundary). He recommended expanding the 

places where it was appropriate, but did not think we should remove the areas listed on the 

plan and noted the need for getting this passed as soon as possible since the Village was 

already late. Administrator Rooney asked the Trustees for recommendations for expanded 

areas to be sent to him and/or Building and Zoning Officer Brown. 

Trustee Millette clarified that in the Special Meeting earlier he heard someone state that 

Treasurer Smith said she would resign after 3 months in office. Trustee Millette clarified that 

that Patsy Smith never made that promise, but rather he made that compromise to the 

Trustees" and continued to state that one of the two of us would not be here on May 31, 2026. 

Trustee Millette also thought he may have pushed Michael O'Dwyer a little too hard to be the 

Finance Committee Chair. He then saw the letter from President Wojnicki related to the 

attorney's position. He continued that the Village continues to fight about the form of 

government and stated that he always wanted to move toward a council/manager form of 

government, and explained that because the Village is so small, it has created issues. He 

voiced his frustration that the President and Board didn't act sooner regarding the Treasurer 

position and voiced that he felt the attorney should have had more time to remedy any 

shortfalls. His final statement was that the Village needs a long-term solution to its problems 

as to how the Village governs to get the peoples' work done. 

President Wojnicki distributed a veto related to the Organizational Chart and Attorney 

Melody clarified that at the next Regular Meeting the Board will have the opportunity to 

override the veto. 

Motion to adjourn by Trustee Binetti; seconded by Trustee Boatner. The voice vote to adjourn 

was unanimous. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 pm. 
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Approved this /C/'/¾a.y of March, 2026. 

Tracy Johnson, Village Clerk by 
Patsy Smith, Recording Secretary 
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