
ORDINANCE NO. 0-09-31 

VILLAGE OF CAMPTON HILLS 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

TO PROVIDE FOR A NEW ARTICLE XVII - FENCE AND WALL PROVISIONS 

WHEREAS, a certain proposed amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance 
of the Village of Campton Hills to add the requirements for Fence and Wall installations 
was referred to the Plan Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Plan Commission held a public hearing after proper notice and 
publication as required by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Plan Commission has made its recommendation to the 
Corporate Authorities. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Campton Hills, Kane County, Illinois that the Zoning Ordinance of the 
Village of Campton Hills is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 1. The Village of Campton Hills Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended 
to add a new Article XVII as follows: 

"ARTICLE XVII 
FENCE AND WALLS PROVISIONS 

SECTION 17.1 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

17.1 .1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this Article is to establish regulations controlling the use of fences and 
walls whereby the lot owner in residential and business zoned property may have the 
privilege of privacy within his own lot with due consideration to the environment of his 
neighbor, the appearance of the community, and the safety of the public and the 
indiyidual. Occupants are encouraged to maintain their lawns, trees, shrubs and 
flowers, where lot definition and privacy are desired, to avoid the division of open areas 
by artificial means such as the use of fences. 

17.1.2 Scope. 

This Article shal! apply to all residential and business zoned property as the same are 
defined by the Z<Pning Ordinance and official zoning map of the Village. 

i 

1 

8480491v3 



17.1.3 Underground Utilities. 

It is the responsibility of the homeowner/contractor to arrange to have all underground 
utilities located prior to any digging. Please contact J.U.LI.E (Joint Utility Location 
Information for Excavators)@ 800-892-0123. 

17.1.4 Locating Fence Lines. 

Fences, including all posts, bases and other structural parts, shall be placed completely 
within the boundaries of the lot on which they are located. No fence shall be located 
closer than twenty-four inches (24") to a public sidewalk or bike path. The construction 
of all fences shall comply with all applicable covenants or restrictions. It shall be the 
responsibility of the applicant, not the Village, to ascertain the existence of applicable 
covenants and restrictions. The issuance of a fence permit and/or the subsequent 
construction of fences in violation of applicable covenants and restrictions and in 
violation of this Zoning Ordinance shall not prevent the Village or other parties from 
requesting immediate removal or bringing suit for injunctive relief seeking removal of 
said fences. 

SECTION 17.2 DEFINITIONS. 

Corral Fence: Any non-privacy fence designed and constructed with posts and two to 
four rails to contain horses or animals which are permitted by the Village Zoning 
Ordinance. 

Decorative Posts: Fence post(s) located at the entryway or gate of a fence that may be 
up to two times the fence height limit. 

Electric Fence: One wire above ground and attached to the interior side of a legal fence 
with the purpose of containing livestock such as horses. Warning signs alerting the use 
of the electric fence must be visibly posted on the exterior side of the fence with a 
minimum of one ( 1) warning sign on each linear section or side of the fence. 

Fence or Wall: Any structure composed of wood, steel, iron, masonry, stone, plastic, 
vinyl, or other material erected in such a manner and positioned as to enclose or 
partially enclose any property or any part of any property. Structures erected other than 
on lot lines or in close proximity to lot lines, which have solely an ornamental purpose 
and which do not in fact serve the purpose of enclosing or partially enclosing property or 
of separating property from adjoining property, shall not be included within the definition 
of the word "fences" or "walls". 

Non-Privacy Fence: A fence designed and constructed so that the surface area of any 
segment of the fence, inclusive of any gates, is at least twenty percent open, as 
compared to solid materials, when viewed perpendicular to the plane of the fence. 

Permanent Fence: Any fence that is not a temporary fence; subject to regulation of the 
Village Building Code. 
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Pet Containment Fence: An out of sight fencing system using electric current on buried 
wire designed to keep pets on a property. 

Privacy Fence: A fence designed and constructed so that the surface area of any 
segment of the fence, inclusive of any gates, is at least eighty percent opaque, when 
viewed perpendicular to the plane of the fence. 

Snow Fence: Slotted wood and wire fence or industry standard mesh used to prevent 
snow drifting over roads and drives and not used as an enclosure. 

Temporary Fence: Any fence that is used only for short periods of time, less than ninety 
(90) days or seasonally, and is not permanently mounted. 

Section 17.3 PERMITTED FENCES AND WALLS; RESTRICTIONS 

Subject to the provisions and restrictions below, the following fences are permitted: 

A. Fences or walls erected within the minimum front yard setback as required by 
this Zoning Ordinance shall not exceed 3% feet in height, except corral fences which 
shall not exceed five (5) feet in height. Privacy fences are not permitted in front yards. 

B. Fences or walls erected, other than within the minimum front yard setbacks, shall 
not exceed 6 feet in height. 

C. . Corner lots where both sides of the lot face the street shall be treated as a front 
yard as relates to this ordinance. 

D. Fence or wall height shall be determined by its height at natural grade. 

E. Fences and walls and plantings shall not obstruct the clear site distances at 
intersections. Fences and walls shall not be constructed within a triangle of 25 feet from 
the intersection of the right-of-way lines. 

F. Fences or walls constructed in Business Zoned Districts shall be limited to 10 
feet in height. Such fences or walls may contain barbed wire, provided that the barbs 
shall be located no less than 7 feet above the ground or supporting area and shall not 
project over adjoining properties or right-of-way lines. 

G. Snow fences may be erected between November 1 and March 31. All snow 
fences shall be removed by April 15. A permit shall not be required for snow fences. 

H. · Temporary fences or walls used during building construction or renovation shall 
not be subject to this Article. 

I. All fences must maintain six foot (6') frontal clearance and three foot (3') side 
clearance from all utility pedestals, transformers and switch boxes. 

J. Electric fences. 

K. Pet Containment fences . 
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L. . Fences or walls, which enclose courts, not exceeding twelve feet in height. 

Section 17.4 PROHIBITED MATERIALS. 

Fences or walls shall not be made of or contain: 

A. Chicken wire, except as used for animal-resistant seasonal garden enclosures, 
and/or household composting or attached as a supplement to a split rail and/or corral 
fence. 

B. Scrap materials. 

C. Corrugated or sheet metal. 

D. Electrical current, except as permitted in Section 17.3 J. 

E. Barbed wire, spikes, or other materials intended or likely to cause bodily harm, 
except that barbed wire is permitted on business zoned property as provided in Section 
17.3. 

Section 17.5 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. 

Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary and in addition to any other 
requirement, the following provisions shall apply: 

A. A fence or wall of permitted height and design may be constructed along or upon 
common property lines and across any utility easement so as to allow maximum use of 
the area to be enclosed. Fences or walls placed on utility easements shall provide 
access to manholes, utility boxes, cleanouts, or other apparatus that may be used from 
time to time for maintenance of the utility. Fences or walls in drainage easements shall 
require prior approval of the Village Zoning Officer to allow for proper flow of water. 

B. When a fence or wall obstructs access to a utility box, manhole, or other public 
apparatus for maintaining utilities, the owner shall be required to remove such fence or 
wan at his expense. 

C. T~e height of the fence or wall shall not include the posts, except, however, the posts 
may not exceed the fence or wall height by more than eight inches. Decorative posts as 
defined in this ordinance are an exception. 

D. The entirety of each different material used in the construction of a fence or wall 
shall display its natural color or shall be painted or stained a single tint or shade of a 
single color. 

E. All fences and walls shall not contain in or upon themselves the following: 

(1) Graffiti. 

(2) Advertising on property zoned residential. 
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(3) Lettering or numbering, except house numbers, which shall not exceed 6 
inches in height. 

(4) Signs on property zoned residential. 

F. Fences and walls shall be constructed in a workmanlike manner and shall be 
secured to the ground or supporting area in a substantial manner. 

G. All fences or walls shall be maintained in good repair, structurally sound, and 
sanitary so as to not pose a threat to public health, safety, and welfare. If any fence or 
waif is found not to be in the state of good structural repair, it shall be removed, 
replaced, or repaired as required within 30 days notice by the Village. 

H. Any existing fence or wall must be removed whenever a the new fence or wall will 
be in the same place. 

I. All fences or walls shall be constructed with the posts inside the fence or wall 
installer's structure, except if an existing fence or wall on the adjacent property is in 
place with the posts facing outward, the fence or wall installer has the option of 
constructing the fence or wall with the posts facing outward toward the adjacent fence 
or wall. 

J. Link fencing shall be constructed in such a manner that no barbed ends shall be at 
the top. 

K. Swimming pool fences and walls shall comply with the Building Code. 

Section 17.6 PERMIT, INSPECTION, AND FEE. 

A. All fences or walls, not specifically exempted by this Zoning Ordinance, shall require 
the issuance of a permit issued by the Village Zoning Officer with fee established by the 
Corporate Authorities. 

B. Each property owner shall determine property lines and ascertain that the fence or 
wall constructed does not deviate from the plans as approved by the Zoning Officer 
and does not encroach upon another lot or parcel of land not owned by the permittee. 
The Zoning Officer shall furnish such inspection as is deemed necessary to determine 
that the fence or wall is constructed in accordance with building codes and plans 
submitted for the permit, including the determinacy that the fence or wall is not 
encroaching upon other property. 

Section 17.7 COMPLIANCE REQUIRED; CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. 

To the extent that the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance conflict with restrictive 
covenants contained in any deeds of record or recorded plats or approved subdivisions, 
or the contents of an approved zoning plan, the more restrictive provisions shall govern. 
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Section 17.8 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

A person violating this ordinance is subject to payment of a fine as provided in the 
Village Code if the violation is not corrected within thirty (30) days notification by the 
Village." 

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval and publication as provided by law. This ordinance shall be 
published in pamphlet form. 

Passed this 18th day of August, 2009 by roll call vote as follows: 

Trustee Laura Andersen 
Trustee Susan George 
Trustee Jim Kopec 
Trustee Albert Lenkaitis, Jr. 
Trustee Mike Millette 
Trustee John Strauss 
President Patsy Smith 

AYES 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

NAYS ABSENT ABSTAIN 

APPROVED THIS 21st DAY OF August, 2009 

Patsy Smith, V1ll ge Pres1dent 

(SEAL) 

ATTEST AND FILED: August 21, 2009. 

£.--L_~,~ 
Carolyn Higgins, Village c~J 

Published in pamphlet form this 21st day of August, 2009 
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